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able at third conviction by burning, for any spiritual person to
preach, teach, or maintain doctrines contrary to the royal
instructions and determinations. This, with the so-called 'Lex
RegiaV and more strictly the Statute of Proclamation, which
gave his Proclamations the force of Statutes, marks the
complete union of Church and State in the despotic king.
There can be no doubt that with heresy for all who disagreed
with the King if technically clerics, and treason for any one
who denied his authority in Church or State, persecution
reached its worst phase in England in this reign*

No earlier or later sovereign held Henry's position. The first
Parliament of Edward VP abolished all former legislation on
heresy and Henry's Statutes of treason. Such burning, there-
fore, as took place in this reign was under the doubtful Common
Law rule. Mary3 naturally restored the law as it had existed
before her father had changed it. The 300 martyrs of her reign
were therefore legally executed under the old law of Henry IV.

Elizabeth abolished this again,4 and heresy was once more
on its Common Law basis. At the same time, all ecclesiastical
jurisdiction was reunited to the Crown and the High Commis-
sion created, first temporarily and then permanently,5 It was
under this that such slight persecution for heresy, as distinct
from recusancy and nonconformity, as took place in the reign
of Elizabeth, was legalized. But the legal position was very
uncertain. It would seem that the Queen had through the
High Commission all the Common Law authority to burn here-
tics if any existed.6 But in any case prosecutions for merely
speculative opinions were rare and doubtful in her reign. The
question did not come to a head until James I.

The whole position of the ecclesiastical courts was doubtful.
They claimed that being Royal they were not subject to Prae-

1  31 Hen. VIII, c. 8.

2  i Edw. VIS c. 12. But some minor offences for depraving the New Sacraments
or using other than the authorized forms of service by 2 & 3 Edw. VI, c. I, I Edw.
VI, c. i, continued for the new Prayer Book by 13 & 14 Gar. II, c. 4, s. 20.

3 i & 2 P. and M. c, 6.           -* i Eliz. c. i.          s i Eliz. c. I, ss. 17 and 18.

6 10 Eliz. c. i. It would seem that some Anabaptists were burnt, but the whole
business is very doubtful. Every one disapproved of these fanatics in any case.